
By Seth Whitehead
Chamber Director

Something Special is a charming florist and gift 
shop that owner Donelle Conaway has put a lot of 
work into over the years. 

And “something special” is a title that could be 
applied to one of the Vandalia businesswoman’s 
other labors of love: Old Tyme Christmas.

The third annual event, spearheaded by 
Conaway and sponsored by the Downtown 
Merchants Association and the Vandalia Tourism 
Commission, will be held this Friday and Saturday. 

And after drawing big crowds downtown a year 
ago  — to the point that crowded sidewalk traffic 
spilled over onto Gallatin Street — the event 
promises to be even bigger and better this year.

“My goodness, it’s really getting big,” Conaway 
said on Wednesday, looking a bit frazzled by last-
minute preparations, but also clearly excited to get 
the festivities underway. “I think it’ll be a blast.”

Friday’s activities will kick off with the lighting 
of the downtown Christmas tree at 5 p.m., 
followed immediately by the Vandalia Rotary 
Club Christmas Parade.

The parade is normally held in December, but 
was moved up this year to add to an event already 
chock-full of holiday activities.

The parade will feature The Grinch, the Sugar 
Plum Fairies, Santa’s elves, characters from the 
wildly-popular movie “Frozen,” carolers and, of 
course, Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Children can visit with Santa and let him know 
what they want for Christmas on the statehouse 
lawn following the parade. If it is too cold, Santa 
will set up a couple doors down from McKellar, 
Robertson, McCarty & Click Insurance.

Santa will once again be accompanied by his 
trusty reindeer, which have become a crowd 
favorite.

“There was one little guy in here (recently) 
who said he wanted to see Santa’s real reindeer,” 
Conaway said. “He said he can’t believe he’s going 
to get to see one of Santa’s real reindeer. And that’s 
what it’s all about.

“I think this is going to be a lot of fun for the 
kids.” 

There will be plenty for parents to do as well. 
Fifteen vendors will be set up along Gallatin 
Street, and all downtown businesses will be open 
and have refreshments available until 9 p.m. 

The Vandalia Statehouse and National Road 
Interpretive Center will also be open both days, 
and empty storefronts will either be occupied or 

decorated and lit up with Christmas lights.
Abe Lincoln and Mary Todd will visit with 

festival-goers on the Statehouse lawn, which will 
also feature a live nativity scene and the Mobil 
Millen Carillon Chimemasters.

The Vandalia Chamber of Commerce 100th 
anniversary cookbook will be available at the old 
Liberty Coffee Shop. Copies are $10 apiece and 
those who purchase two cookbooks will receive 
a free T-shirt. The Fayette County Museum 
cookbook will also be for sale downtown.

Other events Friday include the Soroptimist 
cookie walk in the former Diekemper Photography

Area Schedule
Nov. 14-15 —Old Tyme Christmas, 
downtown Vandalia (see story)
Nov. 14— Soroptimist Cookie Walk, 
downtown Vandalia, 5 p.m.
Nov. 14 — Rotary Christmas Parade, 
5 p.m.
Nov. 15 — Holiday Craft Bazaar, 
Fayette County Hospital, 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 18 — Friends of the Statehouse 
general meeting, 5:30 p.m. (see story)
Nov. 18 — Red Cross community 
blood drive at Moose Lodge, noon
Dec. 3 — Chamber luncheon at 
Ponderosa Steakhouse, noon
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Old Tyme Christmas this weekend November Spotlight Business

Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam 
By Seth Whitehead
Chamber Director
   One would be hard-pressed to find a businesses with deeper roots in 
the area than the Vandalia Chamber of Commerce Spotlight Business-
es of the Month for November.
   Not only has Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam Certified Public 
Accountants and Consultants been in business in Vandalia for 66 
years, all of the firm’s CPAs are Fayette County natives.
   The firm is proud to have all of its professionals from the area and 
feel that it gives them an advantage, providing a more personalized 
experience for all of their clients. Most of LCB&B’s clients have a 
connection with one of the staff or partners that stretches far beyond 
the firm/client relationship and all of the CPAs/partners enjoy that as-
pect of the firm, feeling it gives them a better feeling for what the cli-
ents desire from the firm while helping with understanding the client’s 
needs by knowing them on a personal level as well as the professional 
level.
   CPAs Joe Cearlock, Joe Barth, Mark Burnam and Beth Hawk are all 
Vandalia natives and VCHS graduates. CPA Amy Jachino grew up just 
north of nearby Brownstown and graduated from BHS.
   Founder Duane Luallen started the firm in 1948. Cearlock began 
working at the firm in 1981 and became Duane’s first partner in 1985.
   The firm moved from its original location in the old WKRV/WPMB 
building on South Fifth Street to its current location just two blocks 
south of the high school at 1007 North Eighth Street in 1993. 

Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam moved to its current Eighth Street 
location in 1993. It also now has offices in Greenville and Highland.             
                                               Seth Whitehead photo

A youngster rejoices during a photo opportunity with Santa Claus and one of his reindeer at last year’s 
Old  Tyme Christmas in downtown Vandalia. The event drew large crowds last year and promises to 
be even more popular this year, with the Rotary Club Christmas Parade being added to the event.     
                                                               Submitted  photo
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Third-year event expected 
to bring big crowds  

downtown again this year



By Seth Whitehead
Chamber Executive Director

Considering he was just a few hours removed from a successful re-election bid, it’s 
understandable why politics were the main focus of Rep. John Cavaletto’s presentation 
at the Nov. 5 Vandalia Chamber of Commerce luncheon.

But although discussion of the 2014 mid-term 
elections dominated Cavaletto’s 22-minute speech, 
he chose to kick off his presentation with a topic not 
directly related to politics, but still close to his heart: 
The Vandalia Statehouse. 

“This is a drawing card for you,” Cavaletto said. “If 
they shut it down and people come here and it’s never 
open, then pretty soon they’re going to quit coming. I 
think it’s your guiding light in Vandalia, to make sure 
that we keep it open. And it’s not open enough.”

Cavaletto has been very vocal about his disappointment 
with Gov. Pat Quinn’s decision to cut back hours at 
Illinois’ historical sites, and he also hasn’t been shy 
about expressing his displeasure with the state’s lack 
of funding for historical sites – a decision that is baffling 
considering tourism is the second most lucrative industry in the state.

To his credit, Cavaletto and others are doing something about the latter when it 
comes to the Old State Capitol.

Cavaletto has been involved with the recent effort to revive the Friends of the 
Vandalia Statehouse support group, and that group will have a major fundraiser coming 
up in December to, hopefully, cap off fundraising efforts spearheaded by Cavaletto to 
pay for much-needed renovations.

Cavaletto was able to personally allocate money from unclaimed capitol bills and 
funding projects that nobody bothered filling out paperwork for, securing $40,000 that 
will go toward badly-needed renovations at the Vandalia Statehouse. 

“They didn’t want the money, so I moved it to the old capitol,” Cavaletto said.
More funding is needed, however. Thirty-three windows are in need of repair at the 

facility and the total bill is expected to come in at around $100,000.
That is why Cavaletto is asking everyone to circle Dec. 12 on their calendars. That’s 

the night the Friends of the Statehouse will host a fundraising gala from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. Admission is $25 and includes drinks and hors d’oeuvres. 

The event will precede the annual Christmas Open House at the Statehouse on 
Saturday, Dec. 13. The capitol will be illuminated by more than 250 candles from 
5-7 p.m. and will also be decorated with fresh greenery and fruits. This year will also 
mark the 25th year of the tradition of the gift of an ornament to the first 100 families 
to attend.

Volunteers are badly needed at the Statehouse due to recent budget cuts that have 
reduced the facility’s hours to Wednesday-Saturday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. during 
the winter.

Site manager Steve Riddle is currently the only paid employee at the Statehouse.
If you are interested in helping out, keep the following November dates in mind.
The Friends of the Statehouse will have a meeting coming up next Tuesday, Nov. 

18, at 5:30 p.m. Refreshments will be provided and anyone interested in helping out 
is invited to attend.

The Vandalia Statehouse will also be open this weekend during Old Tyme Christmas. 
Friday’s hours are 5-9 p.m. and the Statehouse will be open from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
on Saturday. Volunteers are needed to greet visitors during this event. Call 283-1161 
if you can help out.

On the political front, Cavaletto broached several hot-button issues, including the 
upcoming veto session. Cavaletto is concerned that longtime House Speaker Mike 
Madigan will be pushing Quinn’s “temporary” tax hikes to become permanent during 
the session. 

“I’m not going to vote for it,” Cavaletto said. “I say give the money back to the 
people, drop the corporate tax to about three percent and invite companies back into 
our state so they can put the people to work. If you’re making lots of money, pay the 
dividends to the workers, let them pay the taxes and we’ll grow again. Our state will 
grow just simply with that, because we’ll be working and the people will be paying 
taxes.”

He also indicated a minimum wage increase will be pushed hard by the outgoing 
Quinn administration and resisted by Republicans.

Cavaletto expressed his support for Illinois Supreme Court Justice Lloyd Karmeier, 
who narrowly won a second 10-year term, and he made clear his opposition for 
medical marijuana.

The Salem-based legislator also talked about his intent to hold Governor-elect Bruce 
Rauner accountable to his promise to keep Murray Center open. 

Cavaletto is confident Rauner will find a way to get the Land of Lincoln out of its 
chronic malaise.

“The atmosphere is going to change in this state,” Cavaletto said. “It’s not going to 
be like it was. It’s not going to be a quid-pro-quo thing. I think Rauner will stop that.”

 
In other business:

• Wietse Schaafsma talked about the Salvation Army’s upcoming bell-ringing 
campaign. Chamber members are being asked to fill one-hour time slots at four 
locations on Nov. 22. Slots are available for those not able to serve on Nov. 22 as well.

• Chamber President Brock Brannon announced that the Chamber’s 100th 
Anniversary cookbooks are now available for $10 apiece. They will be available at 
the Chamber office, Kaskaskia Supply, First Bank and at the former Liberty Coffee 
Shop building at Old Tyme Christmas. 

• Chamber director Seth Whitehead discussed the Chamber’s Shop Local Promotion, 
which will begin on Nov. 14.

• Whitehead welcomed new members: Spin 2 Win, Little Blue Eyes, Ma & Pa’s, 
Words, Wick’s & Wood, Gloria’s Christian Supply, Thompson’s Home Center, Tiger 
Lily and the Elephant’s Attic.

• Brannon announced that membership renewals will be going out soon.
• Brannon announced that a blood drive will be held at the Moose lodge on Nov. 18.
• Brannon announced that Evans Public Library is conducting a “Food For Fines” 

food drive throughout the remainder of 2014.
• Tourism secretary June Mahon announced that the tourism center had 93 visitors 

in October, representing 19 states and Canada.

Chamber Chatter

Rick Myers, Lefevre, Oldfield, Apke & Payne 
Ariana Calderaro, Lefevre, Oldfield, Apke & Payne 
Gary Manley, Assurance Home Inspection 
Bruce Lowry, Ponderosa Steakhouse
Mark Burnam, Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam Ltd.
Doug Knebel, Midland States Bank
Kevin Arentsen, First National Bank
Jerry Schukar, First National Bank
Rhonda Poe, Expert Service
Troy Poe, Expert Service
Tom Lucken, Vandalia Field of Dreams, VFW Post 9770

Ty McNary, First National Bank
Ali Laack, First National Bank
Steve Henn, First National Bank
John Ashdown, Family YMCA 
Mary Schulze, Kaskaskia College 
Sally Emerick, Holiday Inn Express
Sherry Meador, Crawford & Associates
Paula Barenfanger, Kaskaskia Supply
Walt Barenfanger, Kaskaskia Supply
Gene Hebenstreit, Spin 2 Win
Gail Lannom, Priority Staffing Group

Beth Cox
Wietse Schaafsma, MCS Counseling
Seth Whitehead, Chamber Director 
June Mahon, Tourism Secretary
Greg Starnes, Fayette County Hosptital
Ricky Gottman, Mayor of Vandalia
Dana Whiteman, Subway
Erica Foltz, WKRV/WPMB 

*Next meeting Dec. 3 at noon 
Guest Speaker: John Ashdown, Family YMCA

November Chamber Member Meeting Attendees

Cavaletto discusses Statehouse at Chamber meeting
Chamber’s 100th Anniversary 
Cookbook Now Available
   The Chamber’s 100th anniversary cookbooks are now 
available for purchase at Kaskaskia Supply & Rental, 
First Bank and the Vandalia Tourism Center and Cham-
ber of Commerce Office. 
   The books are $10 apiece and will make great Christ-
mas gifts!
   The hard-cover books feature recipes from past 
Chamber presidents, members and former Abe winners 
in commemoration of the Chamber’s long history in 
Vandalia. You can also download an order form at www.
vandaliachamber.org.

Chamber’s Shop Local  
Promotion Now Underway
   The Chamber would like to thank the following busi-
nesses for agreeing to participate in the upcoming Shop 
Local promotion: Eclectic, Gloria’s Christian Supply, 
Family YMCA of Fayette Co., Ma & Pa’s Amish Products, 
Something Special, Thompson’s Home Center, Words, 
Wicks & Wood, Little Blue Eyes, Kaskaskia Supply & 
Rental, Tiger Lily, Elephant’s Attic, Fayette Co. Hospital 
Auxiliary Gift Shop, Country Folk, Allen’s Furniture Co., 
The Red Door, The Copper Penny, Ember’s Wood Fired 
Pizza, Huddle House, Lia’s, Champion Trophies & Ts and 
Lia’s Gifts & Home Decor and My Special Gifts.
   Be sure to stop by these businesses starting Nov. 14 
to enter drawings for prizes to be awarded just before 
Christmas. Just look for a sign with the Chamber logo 
and fill out a brief signup slip. If your businesses would 
like to participate in the promotion, call Seth at 283-
2728 or email vandaliachamber@gmail.com.

Salvation Army Looking for 
Chamber Bell-Ringers
   The Salvation Army is asking members of local orga-
nizations to serve as bell-ringers on specific days this 
holiday season.
   The Chamber’s day will be Nov. 22. If you or someone 
from your Chamber-member organization would like to 
represent your business/organization and serve a one-
hour shift as a bell-ringer, please call Seth at the Cham-
ber office (283-2728).
   The following one-hour time slots are currently open 
at the following locations on Nov. 22.
   • County Market: 2 p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m. & 5 p.m.
   • Rural King: Noon, 2 p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m., 5 p.m. & 6 
p.m.
   • Wal-Mart North Door: 3 p.m., 4 p.m., 5 p.m. & 6 
p.m.
   • Wal-Mart South Door: Noon, 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m., 
5 p.m., 6 p.m.
   Those interested in serving are welcome to reserve 
multiple time slots or serve for more than an hour at a 
time.
   If you would like to participate but can’t do so on Nov. 

22, contact the Chamber office to set up another time.
   All you have to do during your one-hour shift is smile, 
ring the bell and say “Merry Christmas.” All of the mon-
ey collected will stay in Fayette County.
   Wietse Schaafsma is organizing the bell-ringer cam-
paign and can be reached at 283-1202 or 322-1094. 
Wietse can also be emailed at wietses@yahoo.com.

Annual Chamber Banquet to 
Have a Mardi Gras Theme
   The Chamber’s annual banquet is set for Thursday, Jan. 
29, and this year’s event will have a bit of a new twist.
   There will be a Mardi Gras theme at this year’s ban-
quet, with musical act Zydeco Crawdaddys setting a 
cajan tone. Check out the band’s website at www.zydeco-
crawdaddys.com.
   The banquet will be held again at the Moose Lodge and 
many more details will be coming in the days ahead.

Red Cross Community Blood 
Drive Coming Up Nov. 18
   The Vandalia Rotary Club will sponsor a Red Cross 
blood drive at the Moose Lodge on Tuesday, Nov. 18, 
from noon until 6 p.m.
   To schedule an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org 
(Sponsor Code: VandaliaMoose). Please bring a photo I.D.

Evans Public Library Food For 
Fines Program Underway
   Bring your non-perishable food items to Evans Public 
Library Nov. 1 through Dec. 31. For every food item 
donated, the library will deduct $1 from your fines and/
or replacement costs of lost or damaged items. There is 
no limit on the number or amount of fines that can be 
cleared. All items are donated to the CEFS food bank.

Expert Service Offering Chamber 
Members 10 Percent Discount
   Expert Service, located at 1710A Hillsboro Road, has 
several fall car care specials going on. Remote starters 
start at $250 installed (Regular price is $300). You can 
also have your vehicle winterized for free with the pur-
chase of an oil change. The first 30 minutes of diagnos-
tics will be free, including check engine light codes. And 
all Chamber members will receive a 10 percent discount, 
excluding sale prices. Offers are good through Dec. 31.

Eighth Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Meal Coming Up
   Fayette County Habitat for Humanity invites you to 
the annual Thanksgiving Community Meal, to be held at 
the American Legion from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Thanksgiving 
Day. Call Kathy Sanders at 292-2353 for more info or to 
make arrangements for deliveries if you are unable to 
make it or need a ride to the meal.

Rep. Cavaletto



   Phone: 618.283.2728
   Email:vandaliachamber@gmail.com
   Website: www.vandaliachamber.org

Barth started working at the firm in the 1990s and 
became a partner in 1998, while Burnam started 
working at the firm in 2000 and became a partner in 
2009.
   LCB&B continues to grow, as it expanded its 
Vandalia location in 2013, proudly investing in Van-
dalia to better serve its client base. The firm has also 
established offices in Greenville, at 114 N. Second 
Street, and Highland, at 1101 Main Street.
   All three locations offer all accounting, book-
keeping and tax services for all types of businesses. 
The firm’s accounting services include, but are not 
limited to, auditing, payroll, bookkeeping and Quick-
books consultations.
   Tax services offered by the firm include, but are 
not limited to, individual, corporation, partnership, 
non-profit, estate and trust tax returns.
   LCB&B also offers tax planning and forecasting as 
a featured service. With the tax laws always acting as 
a moving target, the firm feels that, if taken advan-
tage of, its tax and accounting services are one of the 

most valuable assets of today’s business.
   Feel free to stop by any of LCB&B’s three loca-
tions to talk to their friendly staff today. Eleven of 
the firm’s 13 employees work in the Vandalia office, 
including Cearlock, Burnam, Jachino and Hawk. 
Barth travels between Vandalia, Greenville and the 
Highland offices through the week.
   Also, be sure to check out LCB&B’s recently- 
launched new website, www.lcb-cpas.com.
The site features daily updates and valuable tools 
that can be utilized by anyone who visits. Other 
features include a daily market summary graphic, an 
S&P 500 graphic and online access to accounts the 
firm manages.
   Be sure to contact LCB&B today for all of your ac-
counting needs. The phone number for the Vandalia 
office is 618-283-1165, while the Greenville office 
is 618-664-1215 and the Highland office is 618-654-
3662.
   Want to be a Chamber Spotlight Business? Be sure to 
attend the next Chamber meeting and drop your busi-
ness card in the cardboard box near the entrance. The 
winner will be drawn following the meeting.

SPOTLIGHT continued from Page 1

ADS Electric
AirMedCare Network
All Stressed Out
Allen’s Furniture Company
Ameren IP
American Cancer Society
ApexNetwork Physical Therapy
Arab Termite & Pest Control
Arthur Young, Inc
Assurance Home Inspection Services
Bandy’s Pharmacy
Bernhardt & Cain Appraisals Inc
Bond & Fayette County Shopper
Brookstone Estates
Bunny Brosman
Burnside, Johnston & Sheafor P.C.
Burtschi Bros. & Co.
Cable’s Sewing Machine Services
Cain’s Drug Store
Champion Trophies & T’s
Compass West
Copper Penny Bar & Grill
Corrective Care Chiropractic 
Country Folk Gifts & Decor
Days Inn

Diekemper Photography
Double D Plumbing & Heating
Durbin’s Seamless Inc.
Eclectic
Edward Jones - Melanie Bowles
Embers Wood Fired Pizza
Evans Public Library District
Expert Service
Eye Care of Vandalia
Family YMCA of Fayette County
Farina Farms
FAYCO Enterprises, Inc.
Fayette County Fair
Fayette County Farm Bureau
Fayette County Habitat For Humanity
Fayette County Hospital
Fayette County Real Estate
First Bank
First National Bank
Flowers Insurance Center
Friends of the Statehouse
Gloria’s Christian Supply
H&H Computer Service
Holiday Inn Express
Hosick Motors

Illinois Real Estate Services
John H. Crawford & Associates
Kaskaskia College
Kaskaskia Supply & Rental
Ken Wamble/Wal-Mart
Laack Flooring Innovations  
Land of Lincoln Credit Union
Land of Lincoln Goodwill Industries
LeFevre Oldfield Meyers Apke & 
Payne Law Group, Ltd
Lia’s Gifts & Home Decor
Liberty Energy
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center
Little Blue Eyes Home Decor
Little Caesars Pizza
Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam
Ma & Pa’s
MCS Counseling
McKellar, Robertson, McCarty, Click 
Insurance
Midland States Bank
NAPA
National Bank 
Octochem, Inc.
O’Kuly & Associates

Pine Ridge Homes, Inc
Pisces Pool & Spas, Inc
Ponderosa Steakhouse
Priority Staffing Group
Pro-Comp Case Management
ProFab Metals, Inc
Prowire
Real Living Vandalia Real Estate, Inc
Roger Sanders/Emerick Farms
Rotary Club
Schaal & Associates Real Estate   
Schaufelberger Law Office
Security Finance Co.
Slack Glass Company
Something Special
South Central FS
Southwestern Electric Coop
Spin 2 Win
Stout Adjustment Service
Subway
Summer Breeze Wine House
Sun Loan
Sweetbriar Retirement Home
The Leader-Union
The Red Door

The Tourism Bureau Illinois South
Tiger Lily
Timmermann & Company, Ltd
Tomlinson Electric
T.K. Markets
Thompson’s Home Center
Vandalia Community Unit  
School District 203
Vandalia Golf and Country Club
Vandalia Field of Dreams
Vandalia Fire Department
Vandalia First United Methodist 
Church
Vandalia Mutual Insurance
Vandalia Sports Boosters Club
VFW Post 9770
Waitland Trust
Whitten Builders, Inc.
Walnut Street Weddings
WJLY 88.3 FM
WKRV-WPMB Radio
World Finance Corporation
WTRH 93.3 FM 
*Premier Members in Bold

Current Chamber Members

building on Gallatin and Sixth streets at 5 p.m., 
and story time at Evans Public Library at 6 p.m. 
The Vandalia Fire Department will also be having 
a chili supper and tickets will be available at 
Something Special for a gift-basket raffle.

Saturday’s festivities will be held from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. and include: live reindeer, Santa and 
Ms. Claus, chime masters, vendors, National Road 

OLD TYME continued from Page 1

Contact The Chamber

Welcome New  
Chamber Members!

Words, Wicks & Wood 

Gloria’s Christian Supply

Interpretive Center tours, the Chamber cookbook 
sale and in-store merchant sales.

Several downtown businesses will be participating 
in the Chamber’s Shop Local Promotion both days 
of the festival. Stop by Eclectic, Lia’s Giftware, 
Something Special, Words, Wicks & Wood, Little 
Blue Eyes, Tiger Lily, Allen’s Furniture and The 
Copper Penny to enter drawings for prizes at each 
business.

Little Blue Eyes 
Home Decor

Tiger Lily

Country Folk Gifts 
& Home Decor

Tiger Lily
My Special Gifts

Lia’s Gifts & Home Decor

Ma & Pa’s Amish Products

The Elephant’s Attic

Lions Club Halloween Parade

The Little Caesar’s mascot waves to the crowd during the Lions Club Halloween parade on Oct. 31.         
                      Seth Whitehead photo


