Area Schedule

March 14 —Ribbon cutting at
Brownstown VFW Post 9770, 3 p.m.
March 14 — Barbara Fairchild
concert at Vandalia Legion, 7 p.m.
March 14 — Lions Club convention at
America’s Best Value Inn, 6 p.m.
March 17 — Community blood drive
at Moose Lodge, noon-6 p.m.
March 19— Business After Hours at
Fayette County Real Estate, 5 p.m.
March 21 — Cosmic Bingo benefiting
VES Project Playground, Moose, 5:30 p.m.

March 2015
March Spotlight Business

Fayette County Real Estate
Officers
Todd Stapleton, President, WPMB/
WKRV radio
John Ashdown, Vice President,
Family YMCA of Fayette County
Kelly Washburn, Secretary, Fayette
County Real Estate
Joe Schaal Treasurer, National Bank
Board of Directors
Jennifer Richards, First Bank
Dana Whiteman, Subway
Brock Brannon, Investment Centers
of America
Ali Laack, First National Bank
Brian Stout, Stout Adjustment Service
Rick Myers, LeFevre, Oldfield, Myers,
Apke & Payne Law Group
Sally Emerick, Holiday Inn Express
Sandy Michel, Heart & Home Realty
Bryan Hobbie, Hosick Motors
Pat Click, McKellar, Robertson,
McCarty & Click Insurance
Ricky Gottman, Vandalia Mayor

A group of Abe Lincoln and Mary Todd impersonators gather for a group photo during the 2004 Lincoln Presenters convention in Vandalia. The group
will be back in Vandalia in April, marking the first time the convention will have been held twice in the same city.		
Photo contributed

Annual convention returning to Vandalia April 16-19

By SETH WHITEHEAD
Chamber Director

Illinois is known the world over as the “Land of Lincoln.”
And next month, the site of Illinois’ oldest standing state capitol will become
the “Land of Lincolns” – just as is it was a half score and one year ago.
Dozens of Abraham Lincoln impersonators will be gathering in the city in
which the Great Emancipator started his political career when the Association
of Lincoln Presenters Convention returns to Vandalia April 16-19.
The Lincoln Presenters last visited Vandalia for their 2004 convention,
and the city’s combination of hospitality and history led to the organization’s
return 11 years later.
“We had a wonderful host (in longtime Vandalia Lincoln presenter Abe
Clymer) and Vandalia was so receptive to us coming the previous time,” said
Stan Wertz, President of the Lincoln Presenters and impersonator of the 16th
president of the United States since 1969. “We had wonderful hospitality and
a very enjoyable conference, so when we received the invite to return we
thought it was a good option.”

It will mark the first time the organization’s 25-year history that its annual
gathering returns to a city that has hosted it before. Wertz estimates as many as
60 Lincolns and 20 Mary Todds will be on hand for this year’s convention.
Most of the activities planned for the week are private, but the public is
invited to join the Lincolns for events Friday and Saturday. Friday night’s
“Drinkin’ with Lincoln” event will be held at 8 p.m. at the Copper Penny Bar
and Grille, located just across the street from the Vandalia Statehouse.
The title of the event is a bit deceiving, considering Lincoln did not
drink — “We just named it that because it’s cute and it rhymes,” noted
planning committee chairwoman Joyce Clymer. However, Lincoln did often
accompany colleagues at local saloons to watch others imbibe in spirits. The
Lincoln Presenters are much the same, as they will be indulging in cake and
punch on Friday.
Most activities on Saturday, April 18, will be open to the public. And
fittingly, they will be held in the shadow of the Vandalia Statehouse, the place

SEE

ABES ON Page 3

In just 12 short years, Fayette County Real Estate has grown from
a fledgling new agency to the 2015 Leader-Union “Best of Fayette
County” Readers’ Choice winner in the real estate agency category.
The Chamber’s Spotlight Business of the Month for March has grown
from three agents to 11 since owner Kelly Washburn and husband Jared
bought the agency in 2012, in addition to moving to a new facility at 725
W. Fillmore Street in Vandalia.
FCRE also recently bought Schaal & Associates Realty, more than tripling
its staff of agents. Washburn’s staff now includes Scott Bunyard, Donna
Johnson, Gay Renee-Heard, Keith Schaal, Heidi Cade, Barbara Buckland,
Andy Lester, as well as holdovers Kris Nalley and Jeremy Durbin. All
agents of Fayette County Real Estate are members of the Greater Gateway
Board of Realtors as well as the Multiple Listing Service (MLS).
Washburn, who started her career in 2003 as a Fayette County Real Estate agent under then-owner Denise Chatham, recently won the Diamond
level award for $5 million in sales in 2014. Nalley, Johnson, Bunyard and
Schaal also won sales awards for 2014.
Fayette County Real Estate’s mission is to provide quality services to all
clients and satisfy the buying, selling and relocation needs of families in
Fayette County and surrounding areas.
FCRE specializes in real estate for Vandalia, Brownstown, Van Burensburg, St. Elmo, Altamont and the surrounding communities. FCRE’s team
is focused on helping its clients find that perfect home for their family or
getting their home sold.
If you are planning to buy a home in Fayette County, whether now or in the
future, give FCRE a call at 618-283-1976 to discuss what you are looking to
buy. FCRE can set-up a “property search” based upon your criteria (square
feet, number of bedrooms, acreage, etc.). You can see what is available now
and receive updates based upon your desired frequency (daily, weekly) to
see new properties or changes to existing properties (price reduced, status
change). FCRE is able to get information on almost any property.
Be sure to check out FCRE open houses at the following locations this
month: March 15, 403 N. 10th St. Altamont; March 21, 1402 W. St. Louis
Avenue, Vandalia; March 22, 1920 Zent Drive and 919 W. Jay in Vandalia.
FCRE will also host an customer appreciation/open house starting at 11
a.m. on March 19, followed by a Business After Hours from 5-7 p.m.

Heart & Home Realty Holds Ribbon Cutting

March Chamber Meeting Recap

KC Rewarding Young Entrepreneurs

Kaskaskia College Vandalia Campus director
Mary Schulze shared information on an exciting
contest being conducted this spring by KC that will
recognize and reward young business-minded people.
Students with ideas are invited to share their stories
with Kaskaskia College between now and April 12,
as the Young Innovator Competition welcomes
entries from high school students, while the Student
Entrepreneur 2015 Competition invites anyone
currently taking at least one three credit hour course
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held recently at Heart & Home Realty, located across from Dairy Queen on at Kaskaskia College to enter. On-line courses can be
Eighth Street in Vandalia. The former Real Living Vandalia Real Estate is under new ownership, Matt and Mandee used to meet this entry requirement.
Competition rules and entry forms for both student
Hirtzel of Effingham.							
Seth Whitehead photo
competitions are available
from KC Small Business
Development Center director
First National Bank recently announced Michael
Radliff was an integral part in helping Credit Union
Steve Groner. Call 618-545R. Radliff has been selected as its next President
1 successfully complete over thirty acquisitions
3260 or send an e-mail to
growing the credit union from $120 million to $750
and CEO. Radliff has been a Chief Financial Officer
sgroner@kaskaskia.edu.
in the financial services industry for the past 20 years. million in assets. As the Senior Vice President and
Entries are due by April
“I am very excited to join The First National Bank.
Chief Financial Officer, Radliff has seen the number
12, 2015 with awards to be
of locations grow from seven to twenty-three . He is a presented in May.
Recognizing that Ernie will be hard to follow, I am
proven leader in the banking industry.
confident that the staff,management team, and Board
Entries will be judged in two
He and his wife, Robin, have been married for 30
will make the transition as smooth and successful as
categories: one for ventures
possible,” said Radliff. “I look forward to building
years and have two children.
underway and a second for ideas not yet launched.
Radliff is replacing Ernie Chappel,who has
upon the legacy of the past 150 years and I am grateful
Entries can be either for profit, or for the general
served as the Bank President and Chief Executive
for this opportunity the Board has entrusted to me.”
“good of the community.” Ventures and ideas can be
Radliff graduated from Millikin University with a
Officer since 1991. Under Chappel’s leadership,
of any size. Providing services to family and friends
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting in 1985 and became FNB has seen continuous growth from one to seven
might seem small scale, but are welcome entries.
locations and from $71 million in total assets to over Selling goods and services to pay for gas or tuition
a Certified Public Accountant in 1987. Radliff
worked as an auditor before beginning his banking
$300 million today. He will continue to serve FNB as are perfectly acceptable. Identifying larger needs and
career in 1993 with Credit Union 1. Through the years Vice Chairman until his official retirement in April.
opportunities will make interesting reading for the
judging panels.
A total of four prizes will be awarded at the college
2015 Chamber Members
level
and another four will go to high school entries.
Octochem
Fayette County Farm Bureau
ADS Electric Co.
First place in each category of both contests will
Pine Ridge Homes
Fayette County Hospital
Allen’s Furniture Co.
Ponderosa
Fayette County Real Estate
Ameren IP
receive $500, while second place in each category of
Priority Staffing Group
First Bank
American Cancer Society
both contests will receive $250. First- and secondProwire
First National Bank
America’s Best Value Inn
place finishers in each contest and category will
Roger Sanders/Emerick Farms
Fulton & Dunn Dental, P.C.
ApexNetwork Physical Therapy
receive a free three-credit hour KC course.
Rotary Club of Vandalia
Gallatin Street Grille
ARAB Termite & Pest Control
The awards, prizes and competitions are funded by
The Schaufelberger Law Offices, Ltd.
Gloria’s Christian Supply
Arthur Young, Inc.
Shelter Insurance - Ty Bates
Heart & Home Realty – Matt Hirtzel
Assurance Home Inspection Services
a Coleman Foundation grant that Kaskaskia College
Slack Glass Co.
Heart & Home Realty – Sandy Michel
Bernhardt & Cain Appraisals, Inc.
obtained.
Something Special Florist & Gift Shop
H&H Computer Services
Bond & Fayette County Shopper
In other business at the meeting:
South Central FS
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Brookstone Estates
• Chamber President Todd Stapleton noted that the
Southwestern Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Hosick Motors
Brown Produce Company
2015 Business After Hours Schedule has almost been
Spin 2 Win
Illinois Real Estate Services
Burnside, Johnston, Connor & Jensen, P.C.
Stout Adjustment Service
John H. Crawford & Associates
Burtschi Bros. & Co.
filled up. Opening dates are still available in April,
Stombaugh Heating & Air Conditioning
Kaskaskia College
Cable’s Sewing Machine Service
November and December.
Subway
Kaskaskia Supply & Rental
Cain’s Drug Store, Inc.
• Stapleton encouraged members in attendance to
Summer Breeze Winehouse
Laack Flooring Innovations
State Rep. John Cavaletto
accept Chamber Bucks and thanked the businesses
Sweetbriar Retirement Home
Land of Lincoln Credit Union
Central Illinois Materials
who are accepting the gift certificates. He noted that
Timmermann & Co., Ltd.
The Leader-Union
Champion Trophies & T’s

Radliff Named FNB President and CEO

The Copper Penny Bar & Grille
Corrective Care Chiropractic
Country Cupboards
Diekemper Photography
Double-D Plumbing & Heating
Edward Jones Investments
Evans Public Library
Expert Service Auto Repair
Eye Care of Vandalia
Family YMCA of Fayette County
Farina Farms
FAYCO Enterprises, Inc.

Lefevre, Oldfield, Myers, Apke & Payne
Lash Construction
Liberty Utilities
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center
Little Blue Eyes
Little Caesar’s
Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam, Ltd.
Sen. Kyle McCarter
McKellar, Robertson, McCarty & Click
Midland States Bank
National Bank
NAPA

The Tourism Bureau of Illinois South
Vandalia Country Club
Vandalia CUSD #203
Vandalia Field of Dreams
Vandalia Mutual Insurance
Vandalia Sports Boosters
Who Says a Man Can’t Be a Creative Print Shop
Who Says a Man Can’t Clean
WPMB/WKRV
World Finance Corporation
*Bolded denotes New Member

Mark Focht, The Mosquito Authority
Gary Manley, Assurance Home Inspection Services
John Ashdown, Family YMCA of Fayette County
Les Smith, Liberty Utilities
Doug Knebel, Midland States Bank
Steve Henna, First National Bank
Larry Cable, Cable’s Sewing Machine Services
Dana Whiteman, Subway

the Chamber office will have the ability to reimburse
businesses that accept Chamber Bucks the day that
they are received
•Stapleton talked about WKRV/WPMB’s shop
local promos, which have recently been airing and
the newly-formed economic development committee’s
first meeting, coming up on March 12.
• Stapleton talked about a thermostat problem
recently at the Chamber office that led to the heat
shutting off over a very cold weekend. Some damaged
pipes had to be repaired. Stapleton thanked Double
D Plumbing & Heating for repairing the damaged
plumbing and giving the Chamber a considerable
discount.
• Chamber Director Seth
Whitehead welcomed new
members Brown Produce and
the Gallatin Street Grille.
• Whitehead talked about the
Map N’ Tours project that
is in the works for several of
the city’s historical sites. The
project would allow visitors to
take virtual online tours using
their smart phones. They would be able to point
their phones at Vandalia historical sites and see how
they would look back in the 1800s. About half of the
funding to implement the project has been raised, but
an additional $2,000 needs to be raised.
• Whitehead reminded those in attendance the
Lincoln Presenters Convention will be in Vandalia
April 17-19. The convention – which features
Abe Lincoln and Mary Todd impersonators from
throughout the country – will feature a parade and
other activities at the Vandalia Statehouse on Saturday,
April 18. The Chamber will award $100 in Chamber
Bucks to the best Lincoln-themed entry in the
parade.
• Whitehead encouraged members to have family
and co-workers apply for the annual Chamber
scholarships, as the deadline is quickly approaching.
He also noted that $600 in sponsorships needs to be
raised to fully fund the scholarships.
• Tourism secretary June Mahon reported that
the tourism center had 33 visitors in the month of
February, representing four states.
• Mark Focht from the Mosquito Authority was
the guest speaker. Those interested in the Mosquito
Authority are encouraged to call 618-606-7372.
• John Ashdown of the Family YMCA of Fayette
County announced that only five tickets remain

The Chamber would like to thank the following
businesses for accepting Chamber Bucks gift
certificates:
Assurance Home Inspection Services, The
Copper Penny Bar & Grille, Inc., Champion
Trophies & Ts, Kaskaskia Supply Vandalia,
America’s Best Value Inn, Holiday Inn Express,
Illinois Real Estate Services, Little Caesar’s, Slack
Glass Co., Subway, Timmermann & Co., Vandalia
Field of Dreams, The Family YMCA of Fayette
County, Who Says a Man Can’t Be a Creative Print
Shop and Who Says A Man Can’t Clean.
If you are unfamiliar with Chamber Bucks,
the program is not-for-profit and is conducted
completely in house. Chamber Bucks gift certificate
are available for purchase at the Chamber office,
1408 N. 5th St. Chamber Bucks make great gifts
for employees and their families, and they can
ONLY be spent at participating Chamber-member
businesses, which keeps money local.
Businesses who accept Chamber Bucks gift
certificates will be reimbursed the same day they
accept them.
Call 283-2728 if you are interested in accepting
Chamber Bucks.
available for the March 28 YMCA Grand Raffle.
He also said that soccer signups are underway. Tee
Ball (ages 4 and 5) and Pinto (ages 8 and under)
league signups are also underway. He also announced
that there is a new baseball program for 9-14 year
olds where kids will get 25 days of baseball during
the summer.
• Larry Cable of Cable Sewing Machine Services
reminded members that there will be a blood drive at
the Moose lodge on March 17.
• Dana Whiteman of Subway announced that
Subway has a new sandwich this month, the Turkey
Italiano, for a limited time.

March Chamber Member Meeting Attendees

William Lytle, John H. Crawford & Associates
Roger Sanders, Emerick Farms
Jerry Schukar, First National Bank
Alison Laack, First National Bank
Ty McNary, First National Bank
Jay Joliff, First National Bank
Kevin Arentsen, First National Bank
Rich Well, VCUSD 203

Troy Poe, Expert Service
Rhonda Poe, Expert Service
Kelly Roberts, Fayette County Real Estate
Kelly Washburn, Fayette County Real Estate
Chad Dane, Security Finance
Andi Hughey, Holiday Inn Express
Sally Emerick, Holiday Inn Express
Ricky Gottman, Vandalia Mayor

Kim Taylor, FAYCO Enterprises
Kara Metzger, Priority Staffing Group
Beth Cox, Priority Staffing Group
Mary Schulze, Kaskaskia College
June Mahon, Tourism Secretary
Seth Whitehead, Vandalia Chamber Director
Todd Stapleton, WKRV/WPMB
*Next meeting April 1 at noon

Welcome New 2015 Chamber Members!
Stombaugh’s
Heating &
Air Conditioning

Brown Produce
Company
Illinois 37
Farina, IL 62838
(618) 245-3301

329 S. 1st Street
Vandalia, IL, 62471
(618) 283-0142

Shelter Insurance
Ty J. Bates
1830 W. Fletcher St. Ste. B
Vandalia, IL 62471
618-283-2842

The circus will be coming to town this spring. The
Vandalia Lions Club will once again be sponsoring the
Kelly Miller Circus, which will have two Vandalia shows
on April 17. Tickets will be available soon at First National
Bank and County Market.

The Chamber is now taking applications and
accepting sponsorships for its annual scholarships.
Each year the Chamber awards two $500
scholarships to assist area students with their college
expenses. These scholarships help to cover the cost of
books, tuition, lab fees, etc.
The first scholarship is designed to help the
traditional student, a 2015 high school graduate.
The second scholarship is for the non-traditional
student, an adult pursing a higher education.
This special scholarship program is open only to
Chamber members (in good standing), including
their employees and families. Click here for an adult
scholarship application, here for a high school senior
scholarship application and here for a sponsorship
sign-up form.
Sign-up forms will also be available at the
Chamber office until the deadline of April 4, 2015.
We encourage all Chamber members to spread the
word to all co-workers, employees, and their family
members who may be eligible to apply.
Thanks to Holiday Inn Express, NAPA, Cain’s
Drug Store, Sweetbriar Retirement Home and
Pine Ridge Homes for sponsoring this year’s
scholarships. An additional $600 needs to be raised to
fully fund the scholarships. Scholarship sponsorship
levels are: bronze level ($25-$99), silver level ($100$199), gold level ($200-$299) and platinum level
($300 or more).

aren’t impersonators in the traditional sense. It is more
important for the presenters to capture the essence of
Lincoln rather than the appearance.
“Our efforts are to keep the legacy of Lincoln alive,”
Wertz said. “We try to be historically accurate in our
presentations. Not all of our people are over six feet tall, but
I find if you are using Lincoln’s words, people will forget
image standing in front of them and remember Lincoln.”
Several other events are being planned in and
around the Capitol building lawn on Saturday, April
18, including live music, Lincoln Wayside exhibits
featuring actors portraying period citizens, and a 4 p.m.
strawberry social for the Mary Todd ladies at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church.
The Lincolns will gather for a group photo at 11 a.m.,
and lunch will be served at noon. A Lincoln-themed
parade will be held at 1 p.m., and the Chamber will
award $100 of Chamber Bucks to the best Lincolnthemed entry. A cemetery walk at Vandalia’s Old State
Cemetery will follow the parade. The cemetery walk will

feature guided tours by area presenters dressed in
period attire, and the Lincoln presenters will be in
attendance.
A Lincoln-themed ball will kick off at the Moose
Lodge with social hour at 6 p.m., followed by a
dinner buffet at 6:30 and a dance at 7:30. Tickets
for the buffet and ball are $22, while tickets for the
ball only are $10.
Clymer and Wertz agree that the Lincoln
Presenters’ last visit back in 2004 was a big
success and they encourage area residents to take
advantage of the group’s unprecedented return to
a host city.
“They were very impressed last time with
level of community involvement,” Clymer said.
“Hopefully we’ll get that again this time.”
“I think it’s a wonderful opportunity for local
residents to pick up and learn the wealth of history
that’s there for them,” Wertz said. “The words of
Lincoln speak to us today.”

Chamber Chatter

Pine Ridge homes receives honor

entry, call Vandalia Statehouse site superintendent
Pine Ridge Homes, located at 80 Pine Ridge Drive in Steve Riddle at 618-283-1161 or 618-447-3276.
Vandalia, recently received the Harold Jurgens Memorial
For Affordable Housing Award by the Effingham Area Brownstown VFW Post 9770 hosting
Home Builders Association.

Virtual tours project in the works for
Vandalia historical sites

A project that would provide self-guided virtual
tours of Vandalia’s many historical sites is being
discussed. Details are still being ironed out, but the
virtual tours would be available via mapntour.com,
allowing visitors to use their smartphones and GPS
technology to take tourists back in time at 75 different
points of interest throughout downtown Vandalia,
the Old State Cemetery and Underground Railroad
sites. The virtual tours will also include restaurants,
bars and stores throughout town. About half of the
funds necessary to implement the project have been
raised, but about $2,000 of additional funding needs
to be raised. A tech-savvy intern is also needed to
help enter information. If you would be interested in
making a financial contribution or helping with data

ABES continued from Page 1

Contact The Chamber
Executive Director:
Seth Whitehead

Phone: 618.283.2728
Email:vandaliachamber@gmail.com
Website: www.vandaliachamber.org

where Lincoln made his first public comments against
slavery and received his license to practice law.
“It’s not often that you get to go into a building
where Lincoln served and worked,” said Wertz, who
noted the group’s business meeting will be held at the
facility. “We are very happy that we’re being allowed
to go back into the Old Capitol.”
Saturday’s festivities will start with a Lincoln forum
from 9 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the Statehouse lawn.
“That will be a wonderful educational opportunity,”
Wertz said. “It will also be a wonderful chance for
people to mingle with the Lincolns and ask questions.”
This event will feature presentations by the Lincoln
presenters. The public can expect the Lincoln
presenters to look the part – decked out in stovepipe
hats and sporting chin-curtain beards — and most of
them bear some resemblance to the 16th president,
Wertz included. But Wertz notes that the presenters

chili supper/ribbon cutting Saturday

The chili and soup supper that was originally
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 21, at Brownstown VFW
Post 9770, located at 520 East Oak Street, will now be
held from 4-7 p.m. on Saturday, March 14. The supper
will be open to the public dinner is donations only,
with proceeds will benefit the Post 9770 building fund.
There will also be an open house at the new VFW
building and baseball raffle tickets will be available.
A ribbon cutting ceremony to commemorate the new
building will be held at 3 p.m.

Circus coming to Vandalia April 17

