
Area Schedule
7/12-7/13— Lincoln Heritage Festival 
at Vandalia City Parks
7/13-7/19— Fayette County Fair in 
Brownstown
7/18— Mini Relay for Life, Rogier Park, 
7-10 p.m.
7/22— Red Cross Blood Drive at 
Vandalia Moose Lodge, noon-6 p.m.
7/26 — Dee Dee Hartz Memorial 
Walk/Run
8/6 — Chamber Members Meeting 
at Ponderosa Steakhouse, Guest 
Speaker: Steve Groner, Kaskaskia 
College Small Business, noon
8/30— 5th Annual Lions Club Car Show

Officers
Brock Brannon, President, 
Investment Centers of America
Todd Stapleton, Vice President, 
WKRV/WPMB Radio
John Ashdown, Secretary, Family 
YMCA of Fayette County
Kelly Washburn, Treasurer, Fayette 
County Real Estate

Board of Directors
Jennifer Richards, First Bank
Dana Whiteman, Subway
Greg Starnes, Fayette Co. Hospital
Joe Schaal, National Bank
Paula Barenfanger, Kaskaskia Supply 
Rick Myers, LeFevre, Oldfield, Myers, 
Apke & Payne Law Group
Sally Emerick, Holiday Inn Express
Sandy Michel, Real Living Vandalia 
Real Estate
Bryan Hobbie, Hosick Motors

NOTE: This is the first in a series of stories that will feature longtime Vandalia 
businesses in conjunction with the Chamber’s 100th anniversary.

By Kathy Schultz
First National Bank

With its 150th anniversary coming up next year, First National Bank is not only 
one of Vandalia’s oldest businesses – it’s one of the 10 oldest banks in the state of 
Illinois. After starting with $50,000 of paid capital back in 1865, FNB now has 
$30 million in paid capital while remaining locally owned and earning a perfect 
5-star rating by Bauer Financial.

FNB’s original charter dates back to Aug. 10, 1865, as The National Bank of 
Vandalia, and the location was in the 100 block of Third Street across from the 
Old State Capitol. The first directors were merchants, farmers, cabinet makers and 
physicians who settled in Vandalia from Germany, Connecticut, New York and 
Ohio in the mid-1800s. In 1895, the bank was reorganized as The First National 
Bank of Vandalia.  Following a fire in 1895, the bank relocated to the Fouke 
Building at the corner of Gallatin and Fourth Streets. The first step in making the 
corner of Gallatin and Fifth the bank’s current home was in June of 1910 with the 
purchase of the Dieckmann Hotel. Remodeling began in 1913, to turn a portion of 
the hotel into a bank, and in 1914 the bank moved to its current location.

Expansion of the bank came in 1945, when the entrance was moved to the center 
of the building from the west corner. The Dieckmann Hotel continued to operate 
on the second floor until it ceased operations in 1954. Changes came in 1955, as 
the bank remodeled the second floor into office space to be rented out. The first of 
four time and temperature signs was installed. A one-story addition on the south 
side of the building was constructed and leased to Tri-City Groceries. Additional 
property was purchased for parking and the first drive-up facility was built and 
opened Aug. 10, 1956, connecting to the main building by an underground tunnel. 
A walk-up window was added on the west side of the bank in 1958. In 1966, 
construction began for a second drive-up facility and the parking lot expanded. A 
walk-up was added to the first drive-up and by March of 1967, customers could 
make use of four “outside” banking facilities.

The “motor bank” was constructed and opened January 2, 1973, in the Old 
Capitol Shopping Center and remained open until 1992 when additional drive-up 
lanes were added to the main facility. In 1974, the building adjacent to the original 
location was built, specifically to house the bank’s new computer department.

The First National Bank of Vandalia expansion and renovation project was 
completed and an open house was held on June 14, 1992. The project got 
underway after bank officials decided it was needed to handle the growth of the 
bank as well as to provide privacy to customers by adding private offices for loan 
and trust officers. In 1994 the board, consisting of Ray Radliff, Chairman, Robert 
Burnside, Dr. Donald Rames, Denise Corbell, Dale Burnam, Robert W. Provines, 
Robert Cearlock, Todd McKellar and William E. Chappel decided to grow the 
bank outside of the Vandalia area, and in April 1994, Ramsey State Bank and First 
State Bank of Patoka became part of the FNB family. This also brought about 
a name change to The First National Bank, dropping the “of Vandalia” for all 
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FNB Set to Celebrate 150th Anniversary July Spotlight Business

The Red Door
   Carrie Tomlinson’s inspiration for opening The Red Door resale and 
consignment shop was sparked by a common predicament.
   “My daughter, Kelly Eyman, and I had yards sales all the time and 
wouldn’t get rid of everything,” Tomlinson said.  “I would say our main 
idea to open this shop was having two garages full of stuff and my hus-
band saying, “Get it out of here!” 
   Fortunately there’s always someone out there who wants all that extra 
stuff, which is why The Red Door is the perfect place to go whether 
you’re looking to add or subtract from your own personal collection.
And fortunately, Tomlinson not only has more room for stuff in her garage 
– she will soon have more room for all the stuff in her store.
   Just a little more than eight months after opening at its current location, 
205 N. 5th St. in Vandalia, The Red Door will move to its new location at 
612 W. Gallatin St., near Family Video, the week of July 28. 
   The new location will provide 3,600 square feet of floor space for 
Tomlinson’s diverse inventory, much of which is comprised of handmade 
items, which is the store’s specialty.
    “Anybody who makes anything can bring it in,” Tomlinson said. “We 
love dealing with handmade stuff. That’s what we promote – the home-
made stuff. The things that people put work into.”
   The Red Door also sells furniture, much of which is refurbished by 
employee Jamie Lynn Kimbro, as well as artwork, antiques and household 
items, giving the store an eclectic mix of items that sets it apart.
   “There are so many consignment stores here in Vandalia,” Tomlinson 
said. “But each one only takes certain things. We thought that if we’d take 
everything that would be easier for people like us who just want to get rid 
of everything, not just clothes.”
   Those looking for a venue to market handmade items may bring their 
crafts to be displayed at The Red Door. The store charges 20 percent of 

SEE FNB ON Page 3

The Red Door’s current location at 205 N. 5th St. is pictured above. The 
store will soon move to a new location at 612 Gallatin St.               
              Seth Whitehead photo

Above, counter-clockwise from top left, are FNB’s first location on 3rd St., 
its second location on 4th and Gallatin and its third and current location 
on 5th and Gallatin as it appeared in the early 1900s.  FNB’s seven current 
locations are pictured below.         Submitted photos

SEE SPOTLIGHT ON Page 3



Goodwill Ribbon Cutting

Welcome New Members!
Days Inn

Priority Staffing Group

Performance Detailing

ADS Electric
All Stressed Out
Allen’s Furniture Company
Ameren IP
American Cancer Society
ApexNetwork Physical Therapy
Arab Termite & Pest Control
Arthur Young, Inc
Assurance Home Inspection Services
Bandy’s Pharmacy
Bernhardt & Cain Appraisals Inc
Bond & Fayette County Shopper
Brookstone Estates
Bunny Brosman
Burnside, Johnston & Sheafor P.C.
Burtschi Bros. & Co.
Cable’s Sewing Machine
Cain’s Drug Store
Champion Trophies & T’s
Compass West
Copper Penny Bar & Grill
Corrective Care Chiropractic
Days Inn
Diekemper Photography
Double D Plumbing & Heating
Durbin’s Seamless Inc.
Edward Jones - Melanie Bowles
Embers Wood Fired Pizza
Evans Public Library District
Expert Service
Eye Care of Vandalia
Family YMCA of Fayette County
Farina Farms
FAYCO Enterprises, Inc.
Fayette County Fair
Fayette County Farm Bureau
Fayette County Habitat For Humanity
Fayette County Hospital

Fayette County Real Estate
First Bank
First National Bank
Flowers Insurance Center
Goodwill
H&H Computer Service
Holiday Inn Express
Hosick Motors
Illinois Real Estate Services
John H. Crawford & Associates
Kaskaskia College
Kaskaskia Supply & Rental
Ken Wamble/Wal-Mart
Laack Flooring Innovations  
Land of Lincoln Credit Union
Land of Lincoln Goodwill Industries
LeFevre Oldfield Meyers Apke & Payne Law 
Group, Ltd
Liberty Energy
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center
Little Caesars Pizza
Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam
MCS Counseling
McKellar, Robertson, McCarty, Click Insurance
Midland States Bank
NAPA
National Bank
Octochem, Inc.
O’Kuly & Associates
Performance Detailing
Pine Ridge Homes, Inc
Pisces Pool & Spas, Inc
Ponderosa Steakhouse
Priority Staffing Group
ProFab Metals, Inc
Prowire
Real Living Vandalia Real Estate, Inc
Roger Sanders/Emerick Farms

Rotary Club
Schaal & Associates Real Estate   
Schaufelberger Law Office
Security Finance Co.
Slack Glass Company
Something Special
South Central FS
Southwestern Electric Coop
Stout Adjustment Service
Subway
Summer Breeze Wine House
Sun Loan
Sweetbriar Retirement Home
The Lake House
The Leader-Union
The Red Door
The Tourism Bureau Illinois South
Timmermann & Company, Ltd
Tomlinson Electric
T.K. Markets
Vandalia Community Unit School District 203
Vandalia Golf and Country Club
Vandalia Field of Dreams
Vandalia Fire Department
Vandalia First United Methodist Church
Vandalia Mutual Insurance
Vandalia Sports Boosters Club
VFW Post 9770
Waitland Trust
Whitten Builders, Inc.
Walnut Street Weddings
WJLY 88.3 FM
WKRV-WPMB Radio
World Finance Corporation
WTRH 93.3 FM 

*Premier Members in Bold

Current Chamber Members

The new Vandalia Goodwill store held its grand opening and ribbon cutting on June 20. The store is located  The 
store is located on Veterans Avenue, just east of Midland States Bank, Little Caesar’s, Sun Loan Company and 
World Finance Corporation.         

John Ashdown, Family YMCA
Rick Myers, LOMAP Law
Ty McNary, FNB
Gary Manley, Assurance Home Inspection Services
Steve Henna, FNB
Kevin Arentsen, FNB
Jerry Schukar, FNB
Larry Cable, Cable Sewing Machine Service
Gail Lannom, Priority Staffing Group
Roger Sanders, Emerick Farms
Mark Burnam, LCB&B
Doug Knebel, Midland States Bank
Ben Timmermann, Timmermann & Co.

Earl O’Kuly, O’Kuly & Associates Consulting
Liz Corrado, Elevate Energy
Carrie Tomlinson, The Red Door
Kelly Washburn, Fayette County Real Estate
Cheryl Snow, Illinois Real Estate Services
Kim Taylor, FAYCO
Mary Schulze, Kaskaskia College Vandalia Campus
June Mahon, Tourism Secretary
Seth Whitehead, Chamber Director
Brock Brannon, Chamber President/ 
FNB FInancial Center

‘
*Next meeting Aug. 6 at noon

July Chamber Member Meeting Attendees

By Seth Whitehead
Chamber Executive Director

Ameren is in the process of upgrading its infrastructure with the promise of improved 
energy efficiency over the long term. 

Elevate Energy spokesman Liz Carrado talked about those upgrades at the July 2 
Chamber meeting and encouraged members of the Vandalia Chamber of Commerce to 
take advantage of Ameren’s Act On Energy program, which helps customers improve 
energy efficiency in their homes and businesseses, saving hundreds annual on utility 
bills.

Among the upgrades discussed by Carrado were Ameren’s switch from dial meters to 
digital meters. 

“Ameren really hasn’t done major infrastructure upgrades in 100 years, since it was 
first installed,” said Carrado, a spokesman for the non-profit Litchfield-based organization 
formed to educate the public on the upgrades and energy efficiency.

The new meters will allow a two-way communication street, allowing Ameren to 
quickly access information from customers.

“Say we have a big storm, like we did last week, and a tree falls on a power line and the 
power goes out,” Carrado said. “In the past, a customer would have to call Ameren to let 
them know there was an outage. Now Ameren is going to be able to quickly pinpoint and 
detect that outage and also reduce the number of people that are affected by redirecting 
some people’s electricity to other distribution centers.”

Power lines will also be updated and spacers will be installed, with the overall effect 
being improved reliability. 

There will also be real-time data available on electricity use. Right now, most pay a flat 
rate for electricity.

 “It doesn’t matter if you run your dishwasher at 4 p.m. or 11 p.m. – you’re paying 
the exact same amount for that electricity,” Carrado said of the current setup. “But in 
real terms it’s much more expensive to use that electricity at 4 p.m., because that’s when 
everybody wants to use it.”

The real-time data will allow customers to sign up for the Dynamic Pricing Plan, which 
will allow them to pay wholesale rates for electricity.

 “If you move your use from peak times like 2-6 p.m. to non-peak times, like early 
mornings, evenings and weekends, you would pay less for that electricity,” Caraddo said. 

Corrado also encouraged Chamber members to take advantage of Ameren’s Act on 
Energy plan, which provides up to $4,000 for homeowners to do air sealing and insulation 
upgrades that can reduce energy bills by up to 15 percent for single-family homes. There 
are no minimum or maximum income requirements, and the average homeowner saves 
$400 on average once it reaches 15 percent reduction of energy waste.

“Act On Energy is something all Ameren customers are paying for and it can be tapped 
into to do energy upgrades in homes,” Corrado said. 

Corrado said that homeowners first need to get a home audit to determine where problem 
areas are. Ameren has partnered with qualified contractors to offer $99 audits; the normal 
rate is $400. Homeowners can also do free “home demonstration” audits for friends and 

neighbors prior to the $99 audit.
Corrado said that most people find that they lose most energy through attics and/or 

basements – 70 percent on average – compared to just 10 percent through windows.
Businesses can get an audit through Ameren’s Act on Energy Program and access reduced-

cost energy-efficient lightbulbs and LED exit signs through the Act on Energy website.
Homeowners can also get an Energy Star rating following upgrades that can increase 

home values by nine percent.
In other business:
• Chamber President Brock Brannon announced that several community events are 

coming up, including the Second Annual Lincoln Heritage Festival, July 12 and 13, at 
Vandalia City Parks, and the Fayette County Fair, July 13-19.

• Brannon announced that the Chamber board is still in the process of setting up Small 
Business Saturdays for each weekend in November.

• Brannon announced that Chamber-member coupon sheets will be printed out and 
distributed at area events in the near future.

• Chamber Executive Director Seth Whitehead welcomed news members Days Inn, All 
Stressed Out, Southwestern Electric Coop, Whitten Builders Inc. and Priority Staffing Group.

• Whitehead urged members to submit information for the Chamber’s weekly events/
sales and promotions flier. 

• Whitehead announced that a ribbon cutting is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 1 at noon 
at the Red Door’s new location on Gallatin Street. 

• Brannon announced that those interested may order Chamber polos. There are two 
different styles, one being a cotton polo with an embroidered Chamber logo for $25. The 
other is a mesh polo for $35. 

• Tourism Secretary June Mahon announced that 229 visited the tourism center in June, 
representing 21 states. Visitors from Canada, London and Jordan.

Liz Carrado of Elevate Energy spoke about Ameren upgrades and energy efficiency at 
the July Chamber meeting.      Seth Whitehead photo

Energy Efficiency Topic of July Chamber Meeting

Phone: 618.283.2728
Email:vandaliachamber@gmail.com
Website: www.vandaliachamber.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/vandaliachamber

Contact The Chamber



By Seth Whitehead
Chamber Executive Director

Enbridge spokesman Litton Power recently told 
members of the Vandalia Chamber of Commerce that 
Vandalia is “well positioned” to benefit financially 
from the company’s massive pipeline construction 
project, which will likely reach Fayette County by 
late July.

“There’s going to be a lot of activity coming 
through here,” Power said during a presentation at the 
Vandalia Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Center 
on June 30. “We’re probably going to have more than 
800 workers on the line, about half of those will be 
local hires. It will be a definite boom to the area.”

The 800-plus workers will be spread out between 
Pontiac and Patoka as part of the Southern Access 
Extension Project, a 167-mile crude oil petroleum 
pipeline construction venture.

The project will originate at Enbridge’s Flanagan 
terminal near Pontiac and cross through eight 
counties – Livingston, McLean, DeWitt, Macon, 
Christian, Shelby and Fayette – before ending in 
Marion County at an existing terminal near the 
Patoka tank farm.

The 24-inch diameter pipeline will transport light 
crude oil from Canada and the Bakken (North Dakota) 
regions to refineries throughout the Midwest.

“What’s driving all of this is the shift in demand, and 
the shift in supply,” Power said. “It wasn’t previously 
economically viable to access some of that oil up in 
(those) regions.”

The pipeline has to be in service by the summer 
of 2015, so the company will likely have a strong 
presence in the area for the next 12 months. According 
to brochures put out by the company, the project will 
provide employment for construction professionals 
and new business for contractors hired to assist in the 
design, survey, environmental assessment and project 
planning processes.

The multiple phases of the project include: staking, 
clearing/grading of the land where the pipe will be 
buried, stripping and storing of topsoil and on-site 

bending and welding of the pipe. The latter phase will 
be the peak construction phase, which could employ 
hundreds from the local area.

The final phases of the construction process include 
lowering the pipe into the trench, backfilling the 
trench with subsoil and topsoil, and testing of the pipe 
with pressurized water. The right-of-way workspaces 
are then to be regarded and vegetated according to 
agency requirements and landowner agreements. All 
trees removed are required to be replaced.

Enbridge’s presence in Fayette County should most 
directly benefit the real estate, lodging and various 
service industries. Many of the out-of-state workers 
will be looking for month-to-month residential 
agreements, while others will be filling up area hotels 
and campgrounds.

Power encourages all area businesses – specifically 
restaurants – to reach out to pipleline workers.

“Pipeliners leave big tips,” Power added. “Just 

throwing that out there.”
Power also noted that various community investment 

grants are available to the communities in which the 
pipeline will pass through.

The company’s “Safe Communities” program 
is dedicated to providing grants to first-responder 
organizations located along the pipeline route to help 
underwrite the cost of equipment or training.

Though Enbridge is also involved in the gas, wind 
and solar energy industries, its 50,000 miles of pipe 
– the largest, most complex system of pipe in North 
America – is strictly used to transport oil.

All of the pipe is underground and horizontal drills 
are used to go under waterways.

For more information on the project, visit http://
www.vandaliachamber.org/news. Power can be 
reached at 217-370-6557 or littonpower@frontline-
online.net.

Pipeline Project Could Provide Economic Boost

locations. In July of 2002, the Eighth Street location was 
added through the acquisition of the Fifth Third Bank Vandalia 
branch, providing convenient access to bank services at the 
north end of Vandalia. In October of 2008, the banking locations 
in Greenville and Mulberry Grove were acquired, expanding 
the bank’s market area to Bond County and increasing the size 
of the bank to over $245 million in assets. The construction of 
the Financial Center was completed and opened for business 
in May 2009, making it the seventh banking location. Located 
at the west interchange retail area, the Financial Center is the 
new home of the Trust Department and Investment Center.

First National Bank Presidents have been: Dr. Nathaniel 
McCurdy, 1865-1876; Simeon Perkins, 1876-1883; William 
M. Fogler, 1883-1916; Frank C. Eckard, 1916-1922; Dr. 
Frank L. Rice, 1922-1944; Harry E. Rogier, 1944-1966; 

Harold Hartwick, 1966-1987; L. Ray Radliff, 1988-1991; and 
William “Ernie” Chappel 1991-Present.

The first directors of the bank were Fredrick Remann, 
Simeon Perkins, Daniel Gregory, Samuel Fogler, Francis B. 
Haller, Christian A. Sonneman and Nathaniel McCurdy.

The 2014 directors of the bank are: Todd Shulman, 
Chairman; William E. Chappel, Robert W. Provines, Ann 
Schwarm, Haldon Warner, Bruce Rand Edwards, Tom 
McCarty and Janice Romack.

The mission of The First National Bank is to remain 
independent by maximizing its sustainable earnings while 
being a responsible business that renders high quality service 
to customers through the efforts of its employees in a safe and 
sound manner.

Details on locations and services can be found at www.
thefnb.com

FNB continued from Page 1
the final sale price; the store takes a 40 percent cut on 
all other items.
   The store’s grand opening and ribbon cutting at the 
new location will be Friday, Aug. 1. The ribbon cutting 
will be held at noon and hotdogs and hamburgers will 
be served throughout the day.
The Red Door is open Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m., Wednesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. The 
store is closed Sunday and Monday.
     Want to be a Chamber Spotlight Business? Be sure 
to attend the next Chamber meeting and drop your busi-
ness card in the cardboard box near the entrance. The 
winner will be drawn following the meeting.

SPOTLIGHT continued from Page 1




