Area Schedule

Feb. 27 —Fayette Co. Cancer Fund
kickoff, St. James Lutheran, 9 a.m.
Feb. 28— Fayette Co. Hospital Ribbon
Cutting & Open House, 1 p.m.
March 2 —Chamber members
meeting, noon, Ponderosa
March 5—Heart & Home Realty
Historical Homes Tour, 10 a.m.
March 12 — WKRV/WPMB Shimkus/
McCarter debate, noon
March 19 — Fayette County YMCA
Grand Raffle & Auction, 5:30 p.m.

Officers
Todd Stapleton, President, WPMB/
WKRV radio
Kelly Washburn, Vice President,
Fayette County Real Estate
Joe Schaal Secretary, FNB
Pat Click, Treasurer, McKellar,
Robertson, McCarty & Click Ins.
Board of Directors
William Lytle, Crawford & Associates
Doug Knebel, Midland States Bank
Brock Brannon, Investment Centers
of America (Past President)
John Goldsmith, First National Bank
Brian Stout, Stout Adjustment Service
Rick Myers, LeFevre, Oldfield, Myers,
Apke & Payne Law Group
Sally Emerick, Holiday Inn Express
Sandy Stempinski, Heart & Home
Realty
Drake Thompson, The Turning Leaf
Pat Click, McKellar, Robertson,
McCarty & Click Insurance
Ricky Gottman, Vandalia Mayor
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Conaway, Well Win 2016 Abe Awards

By SETH WHITEHEAD
Chamber Director
It has often been said that the children are the
future. And on Feb. 7, the Vandalia Chamber
of Commerce honored two members of the
community who have spent countless hours over
the years working to make the lives of Vandaliaarea youth better.
Olde Tyme Christmas head organizer Donelle
Conaway and Vandalia Community School
District Superintendent Rich Well were presented
with Abe Awards at the 2016 Chamber banquet in
recognition for their extensive community service
– much of which has focused on the youth of our
area.
Conaway is well known in the community for
her downtown business, Something Special Florist
and Old State Capital Wine Cellar, located on the
corner of Gallatin and Fourth streets. Conaway
opened Something Special with Phyllis Schaal
in 1982 and the business moved into its current
location in 2005 after Conaway purchased the
former home of Cuppy’s Pharmacy from Otto and
Peg Cuppy.
It is at that location that more than 400 children
visited with Santa and Ms. Claus during the 2015
Olde Tyme Christmas, an event Conaway has
spearheaded since its former sponsor, Vandalia
Mainstreet, dissolved a few years ago. Conaway
has not only kept Olde Tyme Christmas alive in
recent years, but has taken it upon herself to make
the event bigger and better every year, drawing
hundreds downtown for what has become arguably
Vandalia’s most popular annual event.
“As you all know, her true passion has become
the downtown Christmas event,” said Chamber
Treasurer Pat Click of McKellar, Robertson,
McCarty & Click Insurance during his presentation
of the award to Conaway. “And as part of it, she
always makes sure that every kid that comes in to
see Santa Claus gets something – a coloring book

SEE ABES ON Page 2

33 Businesses Now
Accepting Chamber Bucks!
Several Chamber-member businesses have recently been added
to the growing list of businesses now accepting Chamber Bucks
gift certificates.
Chamber Bucks are not-for-profit, dollar-for-dollar exchange
gift certificates that can be used ONLY at the following Chamber-member businesses.
Businesses who accept Chamber Bucks will be reimbursed
the same day they receive them. The goal of the program is to
keep money local. To be added to the list of businesses accepting
Chamber Bucks, contact the Chamber office at 283-2728.

Members Accepting Chamber Bucks

Something Special Florist owner Donelle Conaway and VCUSD Superintendent
Rich Well are this year’s Abe Award winners.
							Rich Bauer photo/Leader-Union

• America’s Best Value Inn
• Assurance Home Inspection
• Capitol View Steakhouse
• Champion Trophies & Ts
• Copper Penny Bar & Grill
• Country Folk
• County Market
• Gallatin Street Grille
• Gloria’s Christian Supply
• Habitat For Humanity Resale
• Holiday Inn Express
• Illinois Real Estate Services
• Kaskaskia Supply
• Little Caesar’s
• Little Blue Eyes
• Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam
• The Money Pit Guns, Gold & Silver

• NAPA Auto & Truck Parts
• Pisces Pools & Spas
• Ponderosa
• Slack Glass
• Something Special
• Stombaugh Heating & Cooling
• Subway
• The Trendy Hanger Boutique
• The Turning Leaf
• Tiger Lily
• Timmermann & Co.
• Vandalia Field of Dreams
• Vandalia Moose Lodge
• YMCA of Fayette Co.
• Who Says a Man Can’t Clean
• Who Says a Man Can’t Be Creative

2016 Chamber Members
ADS Electric
Allen Furniture Company
Ameren
America’s Best Value Inn
ApexNetwork Physical Therapy
ARAB Termite & Pest Control
Bond & Fayette County Shopper
Brookstone Estates
Brown Produce
Burtschi Bros. & Co.
Cable’s Sewing Machine Service
Cain’s Drug Store, Inc.
Central Illinois Materials
Champion Trophies & T’s
Chuckwagon Cafe
City of Vandalia
Compass West
Copper Penny Bar & Grille
Corrective Care Chiropractic
Country Folk
County Market
Dieterich Bank – St. Elmo Branch
Double-D Plumbing & Heating
Edward Jones Investments – Aaron

ABES

continued from Page 1

Contact The Chamber
Executive Director:
Seth Whitehead

Phone: 618.283.2728
Email:vandaliachamber@gmail.com
Website: www.vandaliachamber.org

(Based on Renewals Received as of 2/22/16)

Alderson
Emerick Farms
Evans Public Library
Expert Service Auto Repair
Family YMCA of Fayette County
FAYCO Enterprises, Inc.
Fayette County Farm Bureau
Fayette County Hospital & Long Term
Care
Fayette County Real Estate
First Bank
First National Bank
Fulton & Dunn Dental
Gallatin Street Grille
Heart & Home Realty – Matt Hirtzel
H&H Computer Services
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hometown Phone Book – Eagle Publications
Hosick Motors
Illinois Real Estate Services
John H. Crawford & Associates
Kaskaskia Supply & Rental
Laack Flooring Innovations

or gift – she just wants to make sure that all kids have
something for Christmas.
“She’s a huge part of organizing that event. Every year
it’s more things and more things. And it’s become what it
is today.”
A native of the Mount Vernon area, Conaway moved
to Vandalia at a young age and got her start in the floral
business as an employee at Bo-K Florist. She is a lifetime
member of the Vandalia VFW, a founding member of
Women of the Vandalia Moose Lodge, a member of the
Vandalia Tourism Commission and the founder of the
Vandalia Downtown Merchants Association.
“She’s kind of old school and that’s what we enjoy most
about her,” Click said. “She has spunk. She is dependable.
She does what she says (she’s going to do) and has an
incredible work ethic. And most importantly, I’m proud to
call her my friend.
“Some people know her as Doris Donelle Conaway but
we all know her and her business as Something Special.”
Conaway has been married to husband Gene for 33 years
and the couple have three children, five grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. Conaway was visibly moved in
accepting the honor.
“Christmas is my very favorite time of year and
I try to put everything I can into it,” Conaway said.
“I would like to thank everyone who has offered to
support me with donations and help. That’s all I can

Land of Lincoln Credit Union
The Leader-Union
Lefevre, Oldfield, Myers, Apke & Payne
Law Group, Ltd.
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center
Little Blue Eyes
Little Caesar’s
Luallen, Cearlock, Barth & Burnam,
Ltd.
McKellar, Robertson, McCarty & Click
Insurance
Midland States Bank
NAPA
National Bank
Octochem
Pine Ridge Homes
Pisces Pools & Spas
Priority Staffing Group
Prowire
Rotary Club of Vandalia
The Schaufelberger Law Offices, Ltd.
Sears Hometown Store
Security Finance and Tax Service
Shelter Insurance – T.J. Bates

say. Thank you very much.”
Chamber Secretary Joe Schaal of First National Bank
noted that although most folks know Rich Well for his
career in education – whether it be as a teacher, coach,
principal or his current position of superintendent – it is
has been his work outside of those positions that make him
a deserving Abe recipient.
“When I told Rich he’d be receiving the award he said,
‘Well, what did I do? Why do I deserve the award?’”
Schaal said. “… But it’s the extra things he does that
people don’t know about that makes him deserving of this
award.”
Originally from Lewiston, Well is an active member of
the Chamber of Commerce and serves on the recentlyformed Economic Development Committee. Well has
also been a long-time youth coach and continues to coach
third- and fourth-graders. A former minor league catcher
who had the unique experience of catching Randy Johnson
in the Montreal Expos organization, Well also coaches
Vandalia’s American Legion baseball team. Schaal credits
Well for getting Vandalia’s annual summer basketball
shootouts going, noting that the events brings as many as
70 teams and hundreds of people to town, providing an
annual summertime boon for area businesses.
“If you haven’t been around a summer shootout in June,
it brings a lot of people into town,” Schaal said. “He’s
there sun-up to sundown every year. He spearheads the
whole thing.”…
Schaal also talked about how Well has been instrumental
to improving Vandalia’s sports facilities, particularly by
being part of the team that got the Vandalia Field of Dreams

Slack Glass Co.
Something Special Florist & Gift Shop
South Central FS
Spin 2 Win
Stombaugh Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Sweetbriar Retirement Home
Taylor Lock & Key
Tiger Lily
Timmermann & Co., Ltd.
The Tourism Bureau of Illinois South
Trendy Hanger Boutique
The Turning Leaf
Vandalia CUSD #203
Vandalia Field of Dreams
Vandalia Fire Department
Vandalia Golf & Country Club
Vandalia Historical Society
Vandalia Moose Lodge
Vandalia Mutual Insurance
Vandalia Sports Boosters
World Finance Corporation
WPMB/WKRV
BOLD denotes new member

project rolling, resulting in some of the best baseball and
softball facilities in the region.
Well is also very active at his church, as he leads the
men’s group in Bible study and the teen youth group at
First Methodist Church. He also spearheads the local
Fellowship of Christian Athletes chapter and is heading up
a committee that will host a job fair and open house this
spring at the Okaw Vocational Center.
Schaal called Well, his former coach at VCHS, one
of his two mentors in life, along with former FNB
President Ernie Chappel, and he also lauded his efforts as
superintendent, particularly for seeing the district through
the state’s current fiscal crisis and working to get each
VCHS student access to Chrome Books this school year.
The award capped a memorable week for Well, who also
celebrated his birthday and had the pleasure of watching
his son and the Vandals basketball team take down Pana
earlier in the week. “This here kinda puts a cherry on top
of the week,” Well said.
“I’m quite humbled with this, especially with the people
who have won this in the past,” Well said.
Well also encouraged Vandalia residents to focus on the
positives going on in the community during his acceptance
speech.
“We have a lot of naysayers saying we’re not this and
we’re not that. But I’ll tell ya, if you look around we’ve got
a ton of people doing a lot of great stuff. We do have some
great things going on in Vandalia and we need to stand up
and make sure that people do know that.”
Well and his wife, Kim, have four children: Taylor,
Richie, Kelly and Reid.
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Stapleton looks back at 2015 and forward to 2016

By TODD STAPLETON
Chamber President
Teamwork. That was the theme of my speech at this
year’s Chamber banquet and that’s what it is going to
take for our Chamber and our community to grow and
prosper. Over this past year, the Vandalia Chamber of
Commerce has partnered with the City of Vandalia
to form an Economic Development Committee. We
have started the committee, but we realize more
must be done to make our community better. Us just
meeting is not going to cut it, so I have asked all the
members to come up with some recommendations
of goals that we are going to achieve – not try to
achieve – during 2016. You can’t just set goals, you
have to do just do things sometimes.
That idea of teamwork has to go a little further too – it
has to go to all the members of the Vandalia Chamber
of Commerce. We ask for your participation in our
events, we ask for your commitment as a member
and to help with different committees. For many of
you that have gotten your renewals in for this year,
we say Thank You for being part of the fight once
again. For those of you that haven’t, we ask you to
please take a few moments to do so. If you are on the
fence about renewing as a member, give me a call.
Let’s talk about why you have doubts. I want to know
what those issues are with the Chamber. You have to
know about an issue before you can fix it. John F.

come back on board – let’s talk a little bit about
being an active member. Look, we certainly realize
that many of you are very busy and can’t participate
as much as you would like. But, remember, as a
Chamber member your business has other employees
that could certainly get involved. So, think about
bringing some new faces to meetings and events and
get these new folks involved – we constantly need not
only new members, but new faces among our long
time members of the Chamber of Commerce. Fresh
blood and new ideas will only help the Chamber get
stronger. Also, in bringing a couple of extra fellow
employees with you it just helps add on to the number
of folks we have at events and makes that event that
much stronger.
And, another step in the chain of teamwork is
recruitment. Seth Whitehead has done an outstanding
job as Chamber Director – and he has done an
Chamber President Todd Stapleton of WPMB/ outstanding job of bringing on new members. But,
one person can’t follow up every possible lead. If
WKRV radio addresses the crowd at the 2016
you have some referrals to get to Seth or to myself,
Chamber banquet.					
by all means let us know. But, I would ask Chamber
			
Seth Whitehead photo
members to take it upon yourself. You can print off
Kennedy said a mistake is not a mistake until you the membership application right off the Chamber
refuse to correct it. So, if there are issues or mistakes, website at www.vandaliachamber.org. The bottom
let us know about them so we can get better.
line is the more members we have, the strong our
So, now that we’ve talked about becoming a voice can be – not just in 2016 but for many, many
member again in 2016 – and here’s hoping you all years to come.

‘Blend’

makes

sweet music at Chamber Banquet

Southern Illinois-based a capella group “Blend” garnered rave reviews for its
performance at the 2016 Vandalia Chamber of Commerce banquet. Highlights
included a rendition of Conway Twitty’s “I’d Just Love to Lay You Down,” featuring
FNB’s John Goldsmith (pictured above). 		
Seth Whitehead photos

